Merkel cell tumor: report of two cases and review of the literature.
The "Merkel cell carcinoma" is a rare tumor usually occuring in the sun-exposed skin. Its poor prognosis is explained by a high rate of metastasis (one third of the patients at the initial presentation) and a high post-operative recurrence rate. Descriptions of the imaging features of this type of tumor are rare. We present two cases of Merkel cell carcinoma localized to the head region. In the first patient, the lesion involved the soft tissues of the scalp with secondary invasion of the skull and meninges. The second patient had a metastasis to the parietal lobe.